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The main objective of this conference is to analyze state responses to security threats and the 
impact this will have on religious diversity in Central and Eastern Europe. What impact do state 
policies on religious engagement have on attempts to protect national security? How do national 
and international approaches to religion and religion-related conflict promote stability or 
further inflame religious tensions? 
 
According to recent research, violence associated with religion is on the rise globally. Needless 
to say, the rise of Islamic state, terrorist groups claiming religious goals, and growing tension in 
European societies are problems we have to address today. A more stringent approach to 
different religious communities, and in some cases open discrimination by governments are 
some new trends emerging in Europe. 
 
How do we address these recent developments? An important and timely question is how legal 
and social restrictions on religion relate to the growth of religious conflicts and violence? Are 
the societal interests of religious freedom and national seurity bound to be in tension or can they 
become mutually supportive?  Given the fact that even liberal European states are implementing 
laws that are in fact forcing religious communities to cultural conformity, we are most probably 
facing a beginning of a crisis of the secular model as a tolerant and diverse society. Some post-
Communist states appear to be abandoning the secular model altogether, moving towards 
strong state identification with a dominant religion and hostility towards religious minorities. 
Facing these challenges to a secular model of religious pluralism may force us to rethink the 
origins and development of the toleration model in Europe, and its application across Europe 
and Eastern Europe.  
 
Therefore, one of the main goals of the conference will be serious discussion of the following 
questions: What is the future for religious diversity in Europe and Eastern Europe? How has 
European religious thinking formed our present understanding of religious tolerance and 
diversity? Can expanded religious freedom support national security? Connected with these 
questions are discussions about religious freedom and its limits as given by different, sometimes 
even conflicting, sections of legislation, constitutions, or executive action and judgments of pan-
European courts. A second, connected aim of the conference is to discuss case studies related to 
the issues of state responses to security threats. Although the main focus of the conference is on 
Central and Eastern Europe, we welcome papers or panels showing the impact of the European 
situation on the global stage, both towards its Western Allies (U.S., Canada, etc.), Russian 
Federation, and Asian powers such as China, India, or Japan.  
 
The conference will be held in Czech, Russian, and English. Those interested in participating 
should send a 250-500 word abstract and CV to Professor Martin Fárek (through 
ivanka.uhliarova@gmail.com) by May 20.  Some travel funds are available.  Please indiciate if 
you would need assistance with travel funding. 
 
Selected papers will be published in Pantheon, Journal for the Study of Religions (under the 
condition of acceptance by its editorial board, through the standard process of double blind 
peer-reviews). The journal is indexed in ERIH Plus database. 


